Friends of McNeil River
POB 231091, Anchorage, AK 99523-1091
KEEP ME ON YOUR MAILING LIST!
Name _____________________________
Address____________________________
City____________________________
State________________Zip_______-______
Phone__________________________
Fax/email (extremely important):
___________________________________

© Larry Aumiller

Membership ( ) $20 Cub ( ) $35 Family
( ) $50 Donor
( )$100 Paw Patron
( ) $250 Generous Griz ( )________Other
Photo ID Donation ( ) ( ) $29 2010 ID book
$___________________ ( ) $5 mail ( )$20 air

PLEASE LET US KNOW YOU STILL CARE!!

If you wish to donate with your credit card,
please
visit
our
website
at
www.mcneilbears.org and use our PayPal
option! Checks and money orders are certainly
( ) Yes, I want to be a Volunteer!
appreciated, but must be issued by a U.S. bank.
( ) Sanctuary opening: We need to hear If this isn’t possible, please use a credit card.
from you as soon as possible, preferably in time for
our April 12th meeting. Your email address is With today’s economy and to cut down on printing
required for rapid processing, along with a costs, we really need everyone’s email address.
description of your construction skills! See below
Please email us at madams@rmconsult.com or use
for more information.
the comment section on the web page!
( ) Administrative help
Thank you very much!
( ) Board Member Applicant

Contact us immediately by email if you are interested in being considered this
spring to be a volunteer to help the rangers open the Sanctuary! Please read
below for this year’s specific needs before responding. Thank you.
Email Mike Adams at madams@rmconsult.co or Fax: 907-522-1707 to respond

2010 Spring Volunteer Project

We are anticipating this year’s spring project to be primarily the “normal” tasks undertaken each
spring in opening base camp. Final dates are to be finalized by ADF&G staff, but are proposed for May
31-June 5, 2010. Tides, weather, flight availability and staffing will contribute in the final selection.
Please take this into consideration in your self-evaluation as a potential resource in this effort. Please
remember:
You must be a FOMR member to be a volunteer helper for us at the Sanctuary. It is recommended
that you be in relatively good shape and work well with others! We will consider two names per
application. The number of volunteers is primarily determined by seating on the plane(s), but
normally not more than four volunteers are selected. ADF&G has the final decision for dates of
service and numbers of volunteers needed. Since they’re still in the planning stages, we’ve yet to
get a final answer. We hope to have more information at the time of the meeting.
Please email your volunteer information to Mike Adams at madams@rmconsult.com, or call at
(907) 244-4041 for additional information as it becomes available.
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As a volunteer, you are responsible
for your own transportation, safety,
clothing, tenting, bedding, etc, just
as though entering the sanctuary as
a viewer. Friends of McNeil River will
be helping with some of the food
provisions. Be prepared with your
hip waders and warm, layered
clothing, along with a willingness to
hike and repair the same trails the
visitors will use later in the summer.
Homer Floatplane fare will be
approximately $750-$850 for each
volunteer – we are currently
negotiating with the float plane
operators to ferry our group to and
from Homer on behalf of the
McNeil Spit Loading/Unloading area
volunteers. We will attempt to
reduce the price where possible through coordination of services, but fuel, maintenance and
insurance costs skyrocketing every year has increased fares. Float plane travel is restricted by
weather and frequently must occur on days with tides over 15 feet, so some flexibility in travel
planning is necessary at both ends of the trip.
ADF&G will have some new staff out there this year and volunteers will most likely spend small
periods of time posing as normal visitors to help in the staff’s training. This will most likely include
much trail hiking and bear viewing.
Scheduled departure from Homer will be on or about May 31st into the Sanctuary. Anticipated
departure back to Homer will be on or about June 4th or 5th. Inclement or windy weather/winter
camping conditions are likely to be encountered. Please plan and dress accordingly. Good tides are
running late in the day, so it could make for a long day on each end of the trip. Exiting after the 5th
may prove interesting and could get delayed as much as to June 10th when better tides return.
Two flight services:
(others fly there too)

Beluga Air, 2886 Bay Vista Place, Homer @ (907) 235-8256
Northwind Aviation, 1170 Lake Shore Dr, Homer @ (907) 235-7482

Recent Events

Board of Game (BOG) Meeting in Anchorage took public testimony on proposals in February, 2010.
Predator control of wolves south of the McNeil River Sanctuary and Refuge were the only proposals
under consideration in the general McNeil River area.
Ian Gill completed the first half of his research project last summer. He and his fellow researcher,
Larry Aumiller, received a $2,000 grant from FOMR last year, plus access to the Photo ID computer
we purchased for the Photo ID project. They will continue their research this summer and have
again been granted access to the FOMR Photo ID computer. This is a unique and important 24 hour
a day study into the dynamics of bear-salmon predation at McNeil Falls. This will provide
information essential in understanding the overall picture for the long term maintenance of the
bears of McNeil River. During this time they made daily observations of bear-salmon predation at
McNeil Falls, and a self-contained infrared camera recorded samples of nocturnal predation. They
have released preliminary results to us that corroborates the general opinion that bear activity
increases as the day progresses and decreases after dark. Stream flow observations were observed
to dramatically affect the predation rate. We look forward to the end results of this two year study.
Alaska’s Pick.Click.Give. first year’s program was successful! To those who gave – THANK YOU! We
were one of about 340 non-profits to participate in this three year program. The permanent fund
recipients in 2009 donated a total of $775. Some were anonymous, but many were new donators.
We appreciate all Alaskan’s that consider using this year’s 2010 Pick.Click.Give program to give!
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2009 FOMR Volunteers trip to the
Sanctuary

Trail cut through snow drift from
Staff cabins to cook cabin & tent site
The 2009 work session was longer and more
construction oriented than most years efforts in
order to rebuild the toolshed from scratch,
along with replacing two other roofs and doing
many other needed repairs. Mike Adams and
Jonathan
Hinson
represented
FOMR
as
volunteers. Drew Hamilton, John Terenzini and
Mike Barry volunteered on their own from other
related bear viewing groups. Larry Aumiller,
former park superintendent, volunteered to
assist with the construction. John Tuckey
carpenter and his assistant Pete Robinson were
hired by ADF&G specifically to build the new
tool shed/temporary cabin and do general
repairs within the time allowed and materials
that were available. Tom Griffin of ADF&G was
our official coordinator and director. Doug Hill
and Missy Epping arrived the second week to
help with the finishing of the projects.
We arrived with snow drifts in camp and the
gulley between the spit and the top of the seaside cut shoreline completely drifted in. This
became handy in getting materials off the
beach and into camp on a jury-rigged trail of
plywood, boards and old metal roofing.

The old toolshed was easily demolished, but
holes for the footings proved tedious getting
through 8-18” of frozen ground. Around 300
wheelbarrow loads of gravel were needed to
level the site where the old toolshed had settled
into the ground.

Temporary beach access trail
over 10 feet of blown-in snow

Tom supervising barge delivering the building supplies

After that, things progressed more rapidly, with
the ADF&G hired Peregrin Falcon, Inc., barge
delivering materials to the beach in front of
camp. This included the windows donated
through FOMR for the new toolshed by Walt
Murphy at Capitol Glass - Northerm Windows,
in Anchorage. We thank them for their much
needed donation and later presented them with
a Certificate of
Appreciation
saying as much.
The captain and
deck hand were
very helpful in
the
offloading
procedures, then
sat out a tidal
change on shore,
did an au-gratis

John, Mike, John, Drew, Tom, Jonathon, Mike and Pete, with Larry behind the camera.

welding repair for us, and fed us well in their
galley that evening with fine food and tales of
their travels. They slipped out on the next
rising tide in the middle of the night to make
their 12 hour crossing back to Homer.
With materials in hand the footing posts were
set in concrete and longitudinal beams
fabricated, leveled, squared and anchored. We
proceeded upward from there.

The framing layout was complex, as the
structure was to function not only as a new
toolshed, but also as a space for researchers to
reside or for emergency shelter.
As we made significant progress with our
primary project, Tom, Drew, Jonathon & Mike
started tearing off the roofs for the cook cabin
and Doug Hill’s cabin. This required chimney
repairs and replacement of damaged substructure. The final photo shows the finished
building. On the last day, many of us hiked out
to see the bears as John, Pete and Doug
installed the chimney and finishing touches.
These two adolescents’ bears came by and
hung out with us as a parting gift for everything
we’d done these past two weeks.

© Drew Hamilton

Volunteering at McNeil: Cook stoves are
provided.
For trail work we recommend
bringing a backpack as part of the volunteer’s
gear.
With the new airline baggage
rules/fees hauling camping gear and backpacks
has caused some problems and extra costs.
An option for volunteers traveling a long
distance is to rent gear from REI in Anchorage.
Their available rental equipment can be viewed
online to ensure rented gear is McNeil River
appropriate.
Hipboots are imperative at
McNeil,
however,
an
additional pair
of boots or
lighter
footwear are
good for camp
shoes. If the
weather is wet
however,
anything other
than
boots
could
prove
uncomfortable
.
Some
volunteers
prefer use of a
waterproof
bag
with
shoulder straps for packing their gear.
While
not everyone’s favorite, these do keep the gear
dry for the trek from the plane to the campsite
(about one quarter mile in potentially loose
sand). Weight is important in flying to McNeil,
so plan on about 70-75 lbs of gear and food for
your stay. Food is purchased as a group prior to
flight.

The finished Tools Shed, prior to chimney installation

- Page 4 -

Rasmuson Foundation Approved Funding the Printing of the Photo ID Project
2009 & 2010 Cover photography by Shawn Eggleston

With the generous support of a Rasmuson Foundation Grant, FOMR was able to proceed with the
publishing of the 2009 and 2010 Photo ID Fieldbooks. The Fieldbooks are a cooperative effort
between the Alaska Department of Fish and Game and Friends of McNeil River. The first edition
published in June 2009 was well received. The second edition will be published this spring with eight
additional identified bears, new maps, and a more comprehensive photo guide of the plants of McNeil
River.
Both editions are available for sale through our website www.mcneilbears.org.
While we are extremely appreciative for the Rasmuson Foundation Grant, additional funding for
the Photo ID project is needed to be able to fully fund the project and ensure its continuation.
Anyone wishing to help fund the project is encouraged to do so through the website where they can
use their credit card with PayPal.
Our plan is that the project will enable the development of a database that includes census, age and
gender mix of these bears. Additionally, information about specific animals and family bloodlines,
unique physical characteristics, injuries, fishing styles, and timing of visits will also be tracked.
Cataloging of the data will be done in a way that allows access by the public and organizations
involved in resource management. In the future ADF&G may add genetic testing results to the
database.
Tom Griffin, Sanctuary Technician, has volunteered his time and photographic talent to the project.
We are so lucky to have his dedication and support as he spends his free winter time culling through
photos and identifying individual bears and characteristics. New to the second edition, Doug Hill, Verna
Pratt and Mary Hopson provided plant photography, which Mike Adams cultivated to give you a photo
reference gallery of the plants likely to be seen in the Sanctuary.
We look forward to your thoughts and comments on this exciting project! Thanks go to Tom, Shawn,
Larry, Colleen, Mike, Joe, Ed, Doug and Lennie for all their collaborative efforts. We could not do it
without your help. Special thanks too, to the staff and Board of the Rasmuson Foundation who put
their faith and funding in FOMR and thereby are supporting the bears of McNeil River.
Please see our website at: http://www.mcneilbears.org/ which will be updated in the near future.
Please “bear” with us as we are all volunteers and try to keep you informed
as information becomes available. Thank you.

2008 Friends of McNeil River Newsletter
POB 231091, Anchorage, AK 99523-1091

- Page 5 -

